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and the &d&t of carrying such a fortress in the face of such an army,
could not fail to strike a terror into the new ministry, who had scarcely
yet had time to meet. By some intercepted correspondence, it was dis-
covered that the Mayor of Paris, M. DefSesselles, who appeared to be in
the interest of the citizens, was betraying them; from this discovery,
there remained no doubt that Broglio would reinforce the Bastille the
ensuing evening. It was therefore necessary to attack it that day; but
before this could be done, it was first necessary to procure a better supply
of arms than they were then possessed of.
There was, adjoining to the city, a large magazine of arms deposited
at the Hospital of the Invalids, which the citizens summoned to sur-
render; and as the place was not defensible, nor attempted much defence,
they soon succeeded. Thus supplied, they marched to attack the Bastille;
a vast mixed multitude of all ages, and of all degrees, armed with all
sorts of weapons. Imagination would fail in describing to itself the
appearance of such a procession, and of the anxiety for the events which
a few hours or few minutes might produce. What plans the ministry was
forming, were as unknown to the people within the city, as what the citi-
zens were doing was unknown to the ministry; and what movements
Broglio might make for the support or relief of the place, were to the
citizens equally as unknown. All was mystery and hazard.
That the Bastille was attacked with an enthusiasm of heroism, such
only as the highest animation of Liberty could inspire, and carried in the
space of a few hours, is an event which the world is fully possessed of. I
am not undertaking a detail of the attack, but bringing into view the
conspiracy against the nation which provoked it, and which fell with the
Bastille. The prison to which the new ministry were dooming the Na-
tional Assembly, in addition to its being the high altar and castle of
despotism, became the proper object to begin with. This enterprise
broke up the new ministry, who began now to fly from the ruin they had
prepared for others. The troops of Broglio dispersed, and himself fled
also.
Mr. Burke has spoken a great deal about plots, but he has never once
spoken of this plot against the National Assembly, and the liberties of
the Nation; and that he might not, he has passed over all the circum-
stances that might throw it in his way. The exiles who have fled from
France, whose case he so much interests himself in, and from whom he
has had his lesson, fled in consequence of the miscarriage of this plot.
No plot was formed against them; they were plotting against others; and
those who fell, met, not unjustly, the punishment they were preparing